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SUBJ: SADAT'S EFPORTS RE OIL EMBARGO 

1 . IN MEETING WITH POREIGN MINISTER BENHIMA PEBRUARY 8 
QUESTION OP OIL EMBARGO CAME UP. HE SAID THAT LATE 

IN NOVEMBER, AT OUR REQUEST, MOROCCANS HAD ASKED SADAT TO 
SEE WHAT HE COULD DO TO RELAX EMBARGO AGAINST US. 

SADAT HAD DECLARED HIMSELP IN FAVOR OF SUCH A MOVE 
AND READY TO DO WHAT HE COULD. KING HAD SUBSEQUENTLY 
INSTRUCTIONS THAT HE, BENHIMA, SHOULD SEEK CONVINCE 
ARAB PRODUCERS NOT TO CARRY THROUGH WITH PLANNED, STAGED 
REDUCTIONS IN OIL PRODUCTION. 

2. WHEN SADAT WAS LAST IN RABAT (JANUARY 22-23) 

MOROCCANS RAISED OIL EMBARGO QUESTION WITH HIM 
AGAIN. SADAT HAD IN FACT DONE HIS BEST AND HAD 
FULFILLED HIS COMMITMENT TO TRY TO GET EMBARGO 
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STATES BUY THIS PROPOSITION, HOWEVER. SOME COM- 
PREHENDED SADAT'S (AND HASSAN'S) APPROACH, BUT SOME 
RESISTED AND HAD NOT RESPONDED. 

3. BENHIMA SAID KEY PROBLEM WAS SYRIA. IF SYRIA 
COULD BE SATISFIED THAT SUFFICIENT PROGRESS WAS 
BEING MADE TO WARRANT ITS GOING TO GENEVA, THEN 
THE BOYCOTT COULD BE REPEALED BY OIL PRODUCING 
COUNTRIES. SADAT, HOWEVER, UNHAPPY ABOUT PROGRESS 
MADE TO DATE IN SYRIA. BENHIMA FEELS EGYPTIANS 
CANNOT RETURN TO GENEVA WITHOUT AN AGREEMENT ON 
SYRIAN FRONT AND WHOLE SET OF ARRANGEMENTS IS 
THEREFORE UNDER ATTACK. 

4. IN AN ASIDE HE COMMENTED ON REMOVAL OF HEIKAL 
FROM AL-AHIAM AND ATTRIBUTED THIS TO HEIKAL'S 

HAVING MOVED CLOSER IN RECENT MONTHS TO QADHAFI-MASMOUDI 
POSITION. HE DESCRIBED HEIKAL'S REMOVAL, AND 
ESPECIALLY REHABILITATION OF AMIN BROTHERS, AS A 
DELIBERATE GESTURE TOWARDS US. 
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